Leishmaniasis presenting as a dermatomyositis-like eruption in AIDS.
Three patients are described with leishmaniasis and AIDS, with cutaneous lesions mimicking dermatomyositis. Leishmania organisms were observed in great numbers in the dermis of lesional skin biopsy specimens. They were also present inside keratinocytes in all layers of the epidermis in one patient. Skin cultures from all patients and bone marrow culture in patients 1 and 3 revealed Leishmania infantum. Leishmania organisms were also found in nonlesional skin. The absence of proximal symmetric muscle weakness, elevated muscle enzymes, myopathic electromyograms, or characteristic histopathologic and immunologic features of dermatomyositis, and the rapid and complete clearance or marked improvement of the cutaneous lesions after treatment for leishmaniasis, make us consider true dermatomyositis unlikely. We suggest that leishmaniasis be included in the list of diseases capable of inducing a dermatomyositis-like eruption.